Has religion lost its significance in modern society? 

Religion, faith, belief, however one may term it, religion has proved to have been a pivotal part of society even millenniums back. Religion has been seen as the light for man, guiding him in the realm unknown as his moral compass, granting him enlightenment, compassion as well as fortifying his will in the face of obstacles; numerous milestones in history have also stemmed from religion, may it be the crusades to Jerusalem or the very birth of Jesus Christ himself. Yet, the beacon of religion seems to have dimmed with the passing years; the prominence of atheists and the popularity of being free thinkers have caused the role of religion to diminish in modern society. It is evident that over the centuries, the significance of religion has waned but it certainly is not true that religion has completely lost its significance in modern society. 

The influence of religion has undoubtedly retrogressed in modern society. Long gone were the days where one’s slip of tongue would engender accusations of heresy and have the Inquisition clamping down on the poor victim with utmost vehemence. Nor is the “mandate of heaven” required for the ruling of a country now and we certainly do not prostrate ourselves to the demigod of a ruler for such past religious beliefs have long faded into the annals of history. All these changes point to the undeniable fact that religion has already been relegated to a secondary, less important position in today’s society. Our world today is a competitive one and especially in developed states, the hastened pace of life where personal efficiency, hard work and intellect determine one’s role in the hierarchy of society leaves no room for religion at all. Religion no longer assures a position high up the social ladder which is evident where the cardinals of the once omnipotent church are now almost irrelevant in our modern day society. People are not obsessed with acquiring wealth, glory and fame; blatantly disregarding the preaching of most religions where which emphasizes on how one should be content with a simple life and not be tempted by an endless pursuit of material pleasures. This can be substantiated by a survey conducted in 2005 by an American newspaper which indicated that only 73 out of 1000 Christians have Quiet Time sessions on a regular basis to show their deference and worship to God; indicating how many others simply cannot be bothered to find time to entertain religion and rather devote more time to the acquisition of more wealth. These points all show how the role of religion is becoming less important in the lives of people’s lives today and is thus losing its significance in modern society.

Not only has the stressful and quickened pace of modern day life caused the diminishing of religion’s significance, the increasingly open and liberal generations have chose to abandon the leash of religion on their lives as well. The advent of the Internet age saw the proliferation of cyber interaction and with today’s youths being more tech-savvy than ever, their thoughts have often been warped by the multitude of other’s views splashed all over the internet and would often have their thinking altered by the ideologies of others. More often than not, these views damn religion and its restraints to hedonism as the new generation chooses to indulge in life while they can and not give a hoot about the consequences. Looking at modern day Muslims in developed nations like Singapore, we find them smoking, donning outlandish clothing, sprouting vulgarities at the top of their lungs; vices condemned and downright blasphemous considering that Islamic law prohibits the partaking in such activities. In a country like Iran where Sharia (Islamic Law) takes dominance, such transgressions would have been dealt with severely through public humiliation and punishment. Yet, in most modern nations, younger Muslims have abandoned the preaching’s of their elders or the Koran and carry out such forbidden activities with uncaring casualty. The ever increasing cases of underage sex also reflects upon the fact how once much valued chastity and the sacrosanct of maintaining one’s virginity till marriage has been disregarded, even despite most religions stressing upon the importance of this. This examples point to how religion is being viewed as shackles to the new generation and how they are caring lesser about religion already and with the perpetuation of this trend, it’s almost a certainty that religion has lost significance in modern society.

Although religion has lost much of its former glory and importance, it would be foolish to state that the significance of religion has been completely eradicated in modern day society. The September 11 attacks, the London bombings, the nigh perpetual conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians; these are just some of the events in today’s world, yet they have made their mark on society and when we look at their primary causes, we realize they all root from religion. When we observe the ever increasing spate of terrorist attacks and bombings, do we really think that these people just suicide and wreak chaos because they are mere anarchists? Certainly not. Religion has been the primary motivation behind many of these attacks and the disruption and damage they wreak certainly does point to the fact that religion is still significant in today’s world; albeit to an undesirable nature. Turning towards the Middle East, we look at Israel’s endless wars against the Palestinians and the Arabs which once again stems from religion. The Israelis claim that their state is the “promised land” bestowed upon them by God but the Muslims reject it as plain hogwash for Allah has never decreed so. It is a mere disagreement from a sensible perspective; but war inciting when religion is involved. Therefore, to claim that religion has lost its significance in modern society would be a fallacy as with it being the spawning ground for endless conflict, it certainly makes an impact upon today’s world.

Religion has also infringed on the supposedly secular nature of politics. Politicians vie for power in numerous ways and resort to unorthodox means if necessary, even if it means bringing the sacrilegious into the equation. Focusing on Indonesia, we can see how religion plays a vital role in holding onto power; President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono only holds onto power because he has the backing of the Muslim political parties and without their support, he would certainly not be addressed as President anymore. These Muslims parties then demand stricter Islamic laws to be imposed in Indonesia and even the President has little choice but to conform to their demands. In Iran, Islamic law governs the way of life of the people there and even the President, the sole most important politician, defers to the Supreme Ayatollah who is Iran’s religious head. Even in America, emblazoned across the greenback is “In God We Trust” and every American President requests for God’s blessing and sanctification at their swearing-in ceremonies. All of these show how religion is still vital and significant in modern society and it’s still relevant despite the changes wrought by time.


Withstanding the test of time whilst other movements or ideologies have died out, religion maintains importance and significance in today’s world. While its influence has certainly weakened over time and no longer holds a paramount role in society, religion Is still significant because it sets in motion numerous significant events throughout the world, may it be another terrorist attack in the cause of an Islamic jihad or the sacred declarations of the Pope. And perhaps a most significant impact religion has made to time is how we utilize “BC” or Before Christ for dating purposes and how “AD” actually refers to “In the year of our lord” when translated from medieval Latin and such usage continues till this day; thereby reinstating reemphasizing the fact that religion is still significant in modern day society.    
